UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

ATLANTA DIVISION
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)
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)
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)
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)

STEAMBOAT COMPANY, LTD., 
)

SANDRA CARLSON,
)

MARC W. BROWN,
)

ARTHUR RUSS.
)

AND DOES 1 TO 100,
)

Defendants.
)


)

EMERGENCY MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME AND FOR STAY

William M. Windsor hereby files this EMERGENCY MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME AND FOR STAY (“Motion for Extension”).  Windsor shows the Court as follows:

1. Windsor requests an extension until October 1, 2010 on motions, responses, answers, replies, and filings of any type in this matter. 

2. Windsor is pro se.  He is not an attorney.  Windsor has done all of his research personally.  He has no assistance of any type.  He does all of his typing with two fingers, and he has to be able to read.  Windsor has no one who can help him on any of his work, and he is presently unable to do reading.

3. It will take Windsor longer than originally thought to recover from eye surgery, so this Emergency Second Motion for Extension of Time is being filed.

4. Windsor has had eye problems throughout 2010.  When he went to the eye doctor for testing in mid-June, it was determined that Windsor’s extreme difficulty reading was caused by a combination of increased astigmatism and cataracts that could no longer be ignored.  Windsor was “reading” double with his right eye and was seeing 1.5-times whatever he tried to read with his left eye. Windsor was scheduled for surgery as quickly as the surgeon’s schedule allowed.  The first of two surgeries was July 6, 2010.  After the second surgery on July 13, 2010, Windsor was soon able to use a computer with a large monitor with large typeface, though he has difficulty reading the keys on the keyboard.  Windsor has to be able to read the keyboard or any written material as he types with two fingers and has to look at the keyboard to see where the keys are.  He has regained limited ability to read using a magnifying glass.  It is extremely tedious, and it causes headaches after short periods of time.  Windsor’s eyes had to adjust before special reading glasses can be prescribed.  He no longer has the ability to use the varifocal glasses that he previously used.  

5. Windsor has dark “dots” across the field of vision in his left eye; he has had an increase in Floaters, little specks that float about in the field of vision; he experiences light flashes in the eye; he regularly has the feeling that a “curtain” is being drawn across his field of vision from right to left.  The vision in his left eye has become hazy at all times, and his vision has tested progressively worse since the surgery. 
6. Windsor saw his original surgeon on August 4, 2010.  He obtained a second opinion on August 5, 2010 and had an ultrasound of his left eye.  The ultrasound showed a “vitreous detachment.”  This is not as bad as a detached retina (the original fear), but it can lead to a detached retina.  A detached retina can lead to a significant loss of eyesight.   

7. The vitreous is the transparent, colorless, gelatinous mass that fills the space between the lens of the eye and the retina lining the back of the eye.  The vitreous is in contact with the retina and helps to keep it in place by pressing it against the choroid, but it does not adhere to the retina, except in three places: around the anterior border of the retina; in the macula, the tiny spot in the retina which gives us our "detail" and central vision; and at the optic nerve disc (where the retina sends about 1.2 million nerve fibers (axons) to the brain).

8. Unlike the fluid in the frontal parts of the eye) which is continuously replenished, the gel in the vitreous chamber is stagnant. Therefore, if blood, cells, or other byproducts of inflammation get into the vitreous, they will remain there unless removed surgically.  Windsor’s vitreous chamber has become detached, and “byproducts” have gotten into the vitreous.  

9. Windsor experienced flashing lights in his left eye (at night with his eyes closed) just after the first surgery, and the retina surgeon says that was from the vitreous detaching.

10. It has been four weeks since the surgery, and a vitreous detachment most often heals on its own.  But Windsor’s vision in the left eye decreased “by one line” from August 4 to August 5, 2010.  He has gotten progressively worse in the last week, but the surgeon wants to give it three more weeks because surgery in the deep eye is to be avoided whenever possible.  If it does not improve, Windsor will have the first of two surgeries.  Pars plana vitrectomy is the term for a group of operations accomplished in the deeper part of the eye, all of which involve removing some or all of the vitreous -- the eye's clear internal jelly.  The surgeon puts saline solution, or some such substance, in the eye in place of the jelly.  The first surgery takes several hours and involves an overnight in the hospital.  Recovery is pretty fast.

11. The surgeon told Windsor that he hopes the eye will heal on its own, but Windsor seriously doubts it because of the time that has elapsed already and the fact that the eye gets progressively worse.  Windsor believes he will have another surgery in mid-September.

12. Windsor still can’t read unless he is reading on the computer with a big monitor and big type.  Even that is strained because of the haze in his left eye.

13. Windsor did obtain a prescription for reading glasses on August 4, and they are due in on or about the 16th.  Once he receives the glasses, he will experiment with a patch over his left eye to see if he can read and function.  He has experimented with shutting his left eye, and it is extremely difficult for a two-fingered typist.  He has to constantly turn his head to see the keys with one eye.  Windsor imagines that one-eyed people get used to it, but he will be significantly handicapped if he has to try to do much.  He has made dozens of typos while typing this short motion, and it takes him at least three times longer to do anything. 

14. Windsor was told that he should have another short surgery on his left eye, but that is on hold until the bigger issue is resolved.

15. If the condition improves, Windsor will notify the Court immediately.

16. Windsor references and incorporates his Motion for Extension of Time as if attached hereto.

17. For good cause, this Court may extend the time prescribed by these rules or by its order to perform any act, or may permit an act to be done after that time expires.  Windsor asks that this Motion be granted for good cause, as explained above.

18. Windsor notes that Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas granted a similar motion by Windsor on July 27, 2010. (Exhibit A hereto.)

19. Windsor sent an email to Plaintiffs’ Counsel asking if they will agree to not object to the relief sought, but there has not been a response. (Exhibit B hereto.)
20. This Court’s Order dated July 8, 2010 gives Windsor until August 18 to reply to motions by the Defendants.  Due to his eye problems, Windsor cannot meet that deadline.
21. Windsor requests that this Court grant a Stay rather than an extension of time.  

22. Windsor also has an appeal pending in a lawsuit against Judge Duffey and others in Washington, DC.  Because the DC action also sought to consolidate the DC Action with actions in the Northern District of Georgia, it is appropriate for a stay to be issued in this case until the appellate courts issue decisions.

WHEREFORE, Windsor respectfully requests that the Court do as follows:

(1)   grant this Motion; 

(2)   issue a Stay until the DC Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court issue rulings on Windsor’s appeals and petition for writ of mandamus or grant Windsor an extension until October 1, 2010 to make any filings or respond to any filings in this matter; and

(3)   grant such sanctions and other relief as the Court deems appropriate.

Respectfully submitted, this 6th day of August, 2010.

_______________________________ 
WILLIAM M. WINDSOR







Pro Se


PO Box 681236

Marietta, GA 30068

Telephone: 770-578-1094

Facsimile: 770-234-4106

Email: williamwindsor@bellsouth.net
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

As required by Local Rule 7.1D, N.D. Ga., I hereby certify that this pleading has been prepared in Times New Roman 14-point font, one of the font and point selections approved by this Court in Local Rule 5.1B, N.D. Ga.

_______________________________ 
WILLIAM M. WINDSOR
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have served the foregoing EMERGENCY MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME AND FOR STAY by depositing the same with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage and addressed as follows:
Carl Hugo Anderson, Jr., Esq.

Hawkins Parnell

4000 Suntrust Plaza

303 Peachtree Street

Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Telephone: 404-614-7400

Facsimile: 404-614-7500

Email: canderson@ hptylaw.com
Mr. Christopher Huber, Esq.

U.S. Attorney’s Office

United States District Court

Richard B. Russell Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse

75 Spring Street, SW

Atlanta, Georgia  30303

This 6th day of August, 2010.
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WILLIAM M. WINDSOR
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